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Nissan celebrates 15 years and all-new Altima

Special to The Canton News

In addition to celebrating their
fifteen-year anniversary, the
Canton Nissan Vehicle Assem-
bly Plant also recently celebrat-
ed the start of production of the
all-new 2019 Nissan Altima.
“This is a great day for Nis-
san and the Canton plant,” said
Philip Calhoun, vice president,
Manufacturing, Nissan Canton
Vehicle Assembly Plant. “As
we celebrate fifteen years of
manufacturing in Mississippi,
more than four million vehicles
produced, and now, the all-new
Altima, we have much to be ex-
cited about.”

Building on twenty-five years
of success and more than 5.6
million sales to date, company

officials report that the all-new
Altima is bringing excitement
back to the mid-size sedan seg-

ment with expressive styling,
an uplifting interior and two
new engines. Altima is also the

Special to The Canton News
Nissan employees celebrate the start of production of the all-new 2019 Nissan Altima. The automobile is one of five models produced at
the Canton plant.

first Nissan sedan in the U.S.
available with Intelligent All-

cont. on page 2

School accountability results show

Special to The Canton News

Two of Canton’s public schools
increased their accountabili-
ty ratings this year, with one
school making an enormous
leap. Canton Elementary, which
was rated an “F” for the 2016-
17 school year, jumped to a “B”
rating in the results of the 2017-
18 scores. Goodloe Elementary
also improved by a large degree,
from a “D” to a “B.”

The Canton Ninth Grade Acad-
emy earned an individual “A”
rating, sharing a joint “C” rating
with Canton High School. The
high school rating remained un-
changed from last year.

Reuben Myers and McNeal El-
ementary Schools both have “D”
ratings, also unchanged from
last year; and middle schools
Huey Porter and Nichols both
declined in ratings, with Huey

Porter moving from a “C” to a
“D,” and Nichols moving from
a“D” to an “F.”

The overall rating for the Can-
ton Public School District is a
“D,” the same as last year.

The Mississippi State Board
of Education (SBE) approved
letter grades for schools and

based, in part, on how well stu-
dents perform and progress from
year to year on the Mississippi
Academic Assessment Program
(MAAP) tests for English lan-
guage arts (ELA) and Mathe-
matics. The tests are aligned
to the Mississippi College and
Career Ready Standards and are

districts  last adminis-
month based - ‘“ tered an-
on Mississip- See our related article, “Un- nually to
pi's A-F ac- derstanding the Accountabil- students
countability in grades

system
evaluates how

that ity System,” on page 20. 3-8 and

in  high

schools and
districts performed in the 2017-

18 school year.

The A-F grading system is set
by State law, and is designed to
inform parents and communi-
ties how well their schools are
educating students.

Accountability grades are

school.

“The 2017-18 accountability
grades reflect the hard work that
our teachers and school leaders
do each day on behalf of their
students,” said Dr. Jason Dean,
Mississippi State Board of Edu-
cation (SBE) chair. “Mississip-
p1 students have achieved un-

huge jump

precedented outcomes in recent
years, and these grades prove
they can meet, and exceed, high
expectations.”

The grading system consid-
ers several indicators, includ-
ing how well students perform
on state tests, whether students
are showing improvement on
those tests from year to year
and whether students are grad-
uating on time. The system also
factors in how well schools are
helping their lowest achieving
students make progress toward
proficiency.

Along with the release of ac-
countability grades, the MDE
launched the new Mississippi
Succeeds Report Card, an in-
teractive online tool designed to
help parents and communities
more easily evaluate schools
across the state. The tool in-

cont. on page 17
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Canton Academy Crowns
2018 Homecoming Queen

Photo courtesy of Michelle Foreman

Jenson Williams was recently crowned Canton Academy Homecoming Queen. She was
escorted by her father and CA Athletic Director Ben Williams.

cont. from front page

Nissan celebrates 15 yrs.
in Canton and new Altima

Wheel Drive and advanced Nis-
san Intelligent Mobility features,
including ProPILOT Assist.

“The thriving automotive indus-
try in Mississippi started with
Nissan over fifteen years ago,
and we celebrate with the entire

Vehicle Assembly Plant, where
production began in August 2018.
The all-new model will arrive in
dealer showrooms in the U.S. this
fall.

The Canton Vehicle Assembly
Plant is celebrating fifteen years

Nissan team on today’s launch,”
said Mississippi Gov. Phil Bryant.
“The all-new Altima embodies the
success of Mississippi in leading
the world in bringing cutting-edge
technologies to market through
advanced manufacturing.”

The sixth-generation Altima is
being built at Nissan Canton and
at Nissan’s Smyrna, Tennessee,

of manufacturing operations in
2018. The plant employs more
than 6,500 people and has built
more than four million vehicles
since opening in 2003.

Nissan Canton currently produc-
es five models: Altima, Murano,
Frontier, TITAN and TITAN XD,
and NV Cargo and NV Passenger
vans.
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Know Your Neighbor: Wallace Dabbs

By Guest Columnist Jim Ritchie

He’s adamant about it. Emphat-
ically, ardently adamant about

it.  He will
NOT, repeat
NOT own,

“|use, or be-
| come addict-
ed to a com-
puter. And
that goes for a
smart phone,

Special to The Canton News £OO. He uses

a flip-open $6 cell phone and a
Smith-Corona typewriter. The
cell phone does exactly what he
wants, which is to talk on it, and
that’s all. The only problem with
the typewriter is that he can no
longer find print ribbons for it.

Meet Wallace Dabbs, newspa-
per reporter, editor, owner and
columnist, building contractor,
baseball player, oil field worker,
acquaintance of state governors
and legislators, U.S. senators,
congressmen and presidents,
book author and Mississippi’s
first Press Secretary to the State
Governor.

Born in Becker, Mississippi,
Dabbs attended school in Colum-
bus, graduated from Lee High
School and attended the Univer-
sity of South Carolina, where
he played on the university’s
baseball team. After his fresh-
man year there, he transferred to
Ole Miss, because “South Car-
olina was too far from home.”
Having completed a plethora of
journalism courses at Ole Miss,
he accepted a job with the Clar-
ion-Ledger as police reporter at a
salary of ten dollars per day (and
no benefits).

“That was the best job I ever

had,” he says. “I loved it. It was
here that I received one of the
best pieces of advice I ever got.
One of the old heads at the pa-
per told me to report what I saw -
paint a word picture.” He left the
Clarion-Ledger to become the
managing editor of the Commer-
cial Dispatch in Columbus for a
year, then returned to the Clarion
Ledger as a full-fledged report-
er, where he was on the road on
occasion for two or three weeks
at a time covering, among other
things, the civil rights movement.
During this time, he earned the
reputation among politicians as
one who reported facts and who
kept his word when he was given
“off the record” information, and
this esteem aided him in gaining
access to an impressive array of
famous and powerful people.
There is no way to begin here to
tell the stories that rolled off his
memory as he was interviewed
for this article, but fascinating
tales involving names, among
others, of Senators Jim Eastland
and John Stennis, Governors J.P.
Coleman, John Bell Williams and
Bill Waller, Congressmen Tom
Abernathy, Jamie Whitten and
Bill Colmer, Coach Paul (Bear)
Bryant, and Robert Kennedy and
his brother were spellbinding.
Wallace says, “I probably am the
last man standing in Mississippi
who knew on a personal basis
John F. Kennedy before and after
he became President.”

After this stint with the Clar-
ion-Ledger, he became the ed-
itor and part owner of a weekly
newspaper in Indianola, and,
three years later, he received a
call from Brad Dye (who was lat-
er to become Lieutenant Gover-

nor for three terms). Dye offered
Wallace the position of the new-
ly-formed Press Secretary to the
Governor, serving under Gov-
ernor John Bell Williams. He
served here for Williams’ term
and then entered the construction
business.

Wallace moved to Canton be-
cause he “liked small towns and
the Canton golf course and folks
like Robbie Webb and Charlie
Riddell.” His book Stories From
The South Country — A Report-
er’s Journey completely sold
out and is out of print now. This
writer is fortunate to own a copy
and is fervently lobbying Wal-
lace to write another one. If he
does, I'll be first in line to pick
up my copy.

He’ll be soon be writing again
on his Smith-Corona typewrit-
er. After interviewing Wallace,
I found several sources for him
to purchase print ribbons by
Googling “Smith-Corona type-
writer ribbon” on a dadblamed
computer. Hopefully, he’ll pro-
duce a book and many more of his
tightly written, cogent, thought-
ful word pictures. If he does, you
can bet they will be produced on
the typewriter. Never mind how
the ribbons were found.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Jim Ritchie is
a published author, storyteller, en-
tertainer and grandfather of elev-
en. He is amazed at the number of
talented and accomplished people
who live in the Canton area, and
he thinks local citizens should
know about some of them. Ritchie
and professional artist wife, Perry,
live in the Shocco community out
from Canton. View their work at
www.southernstories.com.

FBC celebrates thelr 175th annlversary

Special to The Canton News

The congregation and staff of
First Baptist Church, Canton
will celebrate the church’s 175th
anniversary on Sunday, Novem-
ber 4. All former members and
staff, as well as community
members, are invited.

The event will begin with a
fellowship gathering at 9 a.m.,
followed by worship service at
10 am. Former music minis-
ters, musicians and pastors will
be in attendance. Also, a group
photo will be taken immediate-

ly after the service. Lunch will
be served in the church’s Family

Special to The Canton News

Life Center following the wor-
ship service.
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2018 - 2019 Youth Leadership Class announced

Special to The Canton News
The Madison County Business League and Foundation recently announced their 2018-19 Madison County Youth Leadership Class. The twenty-four high school juniors represent twelve
Madison County and Canton public, private and parochial high schools, plus Jackson Academy and Jackson Prep. All are Madison County residents. Pictured (I ro r) are, front row: Joseph
Crum, Madison Ridgeland Academy; Emory Ware, Madison Ridgeland Academy; Joseph Jones, Tri County Academy,; Anna Cate Strong, Madison Central High School; and Cade Shep-
herd, Tri County Academy; middle row: Kennedi Miller, Velma Jackson High School; Bethany Biggers, Canton Academy; Arrington Robinson, Germantown High School; Maggie Rutledge,
Jackson Prep; Charity Brock, Ridgeland High School; Benjamin Johnson, Jackson Prep; Logan Dorsey, St. Joseph Catholic High School; Reese Anderson, Jackson Academy; Christian
Johnson, Velma Jackson High School; and Alyssa Nelson, Canton High School; and back row: Kallen Mitchell, St. Andrews Episcopal High School; Brooks Stewart, Madison Central High
School; Hunter Newell, St. Andrew’s Episcopal High School; Lane Martin, Canton Academy; Jacques Ratliff, Jr., Canton High School; Steven Chustz, Jackson Academy; Stephen Shelton,
St. Joseph Catholic High School; and Claire Applegate, Germantown High School. Not pictured is Reginald Washington, Ridgeland High School.
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Appreciate and support Canton’s existing industry

By Guest Columnist Joy Foy

Walter E. Williams, a professor
of economic at George Mason
University,

published an
article in the
Clarion Led-
ger  entitled,
“Mayors must

keep  cities’

M best.” In this
" article, he

Special to The Canton News States, “... net

positive fiscal residue has to be the
first order of business.” Another
way to say this, take care of what
is bringing in the most revenue for
the city! 1 offer to you that our
industrial parks play a huge role in
positive fiscal residue for the City
of Canton.

Madison County’s unemploy-
ment rate of 3.5% ranks as one of
the lowest statewide. Only seven
counties are under 3.8%, accord-
ing to the MDES.MS.gov website.
Both Governor Phil Bryant and
former Governor Haley Barber
have pushed for manufacturing
jobs to have a higher profile in the
minds of Mississippians.

Canton industry includes long-

time operations like Canton Sales
and Storage, FElectro National
Corporation, Sun Pine Corpora-
tion, PECO Foods of Mississippi,
as well as Nissan and its suppli-
ers who are relatively new. This
many companies competing for
the workers makes for good wag-
es and oftentime creative benefits
packages. For example, to show
appreciation and add to the benefits
of employees, one company uses a
“buy back™ of vacation time. This
allows an employee to draw double
pay for “vacation time” worked,
which in turns allows addition-
al spending money to fully enjoy
earned vacation time. These Can-
ton companies, allow employees
to earn more time off, bonuses and
have a system in place for wage
and/or benefit increases. Average
tenure for employees at some of
the city’s plants is twenty years.
The value of long-time compa-
nies to an area goes much deeper
than the number of jobs they create
and the salaries they pay. Future
success in industrial development
depends largely upon the success
of these existing companies. Nis-
san did not choose the Canton site

until they had visited with existing
industry leaders and questioned
them about the business atmo-
sphere and the industry support
programs in place.

The vitality of a city is much more
positive with good companies.
Buildings being occupied, grounds
being maintained, employees and
visitors coming into Canton equals
more tax dollars, more food, fuel
and merchandise purchased. The
Canton address is then shipped all
over the United States, expanding
the image of Canton.

While some of the truck drivers
come into the Love’s Truck Stop
for a night in their trucks, others
stay in local hotels. Manufac-
turing, in general, provides good
working conditions, competitive
salaries, educational opportunities
and, in some plants, insurance to
the employees.

Joey Deason, the current exec-
utive director for the Madison
County Economic Development
Authority, recently reported to
me that a Norman Canada report
shows Madison County’s true
growth is up $500 million over
the last fifteen years, and seventy

percent of that growth is attributed
to manufacturing. As one would
expect, most of the growth is
Nissan-related. Deason said that
existing industry is the backbone
for economic growth, and, fifteen
years later, Nissan is still mak-
ing life-changing contributions to
our city, county and state. This
has all contributed to the growth
rate, including a 4.4% population
growth in the last four years. Hav-
ing a bigger and more educated
workforce helps in recruiting addi-
tional jobs.

The local industrial parks exhibit
those traits that Professor Williams
calls positive fiscal residue. Tak-
ing care of these areas that bring in
the positive benefits will keep the
magnets of opportunities alive and
well.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Joy Foy is
married to James Foy and is re-
tired from the Mississippi Devel-
opment Authority. Foy is an ac-
tive participant in the community
of Canton. She is a member of the
Lions Club and the Keep Canton
Beautiful Committee.
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Special to The Canton News

B&B Electric breaks ground brmgmg 300 new jObS

B&B Electrical and Utility
Contractors, Inc. recently broke
ground on its new headquarters
in the Canton Commercial and
Industrial Center. The compa-
ny plans to invest $6.5 million at
their new location over the next
two years.

B&B Electrical and Utility Con-
tractors, Inc. is a family-owned
company that has been in contin-
uous operation since 1982 and is
a one-stop electrical contractor.
They are considered to be one of
the most comprehensive electrical
contractors in the industry, offer-
ing a full array of electrical and
utility services, including sub-
stations, overhead distribution,
underground distribution, street
lighting, electrical wiring, storm
restoration and traffic signaliza-
tion.

“B&B is excited about our move
to Canton, which will provide
more desirable access, updates
and space as we continue to serve
our clients not only in Mississippi
but throughout the Southeastern
United States,” said Brien Blak-

B&B Electrical and Utility Contractors, Inc. is locating its new headquarters in Canton. The company expects the new facility to be complet-

ed next summer.

eney, owner/president of B&B.
“MCEDA [Madison County
Economic Development Author-
ity] has been working with B&B
for over a year on this project,
and we are pleased to be able to
announce their expansion beside
their current operation in the Can-
ton Commercial and Industrial
Center,” said Joseph P. Deason,
Executive Director of MCEDA.
“Job creation and capital invest-
ment are key performance indica-
tors of economic health, and Mad-
ison County continues to flourish

because of investments made
through expansions.”

“The Madison County Board of
Supervisors is thrilled that B&B
has chosen to expand and locate
its new headquarters in Madi-
son County,” said Sheila Jones,
President of the Madison County
Board of Supervisors. We are tru-
ly thankful for the company’s con-
tinuous commitment to our area.”

“The City of Canton is extremely
excited about B&B Electric mov-
ing its headquarters to the City of
Canton. This company will be an

important part of our growth and
development and an important as-
set for this community,” said Dr.
Truly, mayor of Canton. “We also
thank MCEDA for helping this
city in this joint effort. We cannot
wait for the first day of the mas-
sive expansion of B&B Electric
Company.”

Construction of the 53,000
square foot headquarters will
begin this fall, with completion
scheduled for the summer of
2019. The new headquarters will
be located at 530 Soldier Colony.

Mid South
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Pulsera Project ar mlssmn at Canton Academy

By Reagan Cole

The seventh grade girls small
group is bringing a special mission
to Canton Academy this month.
Called the Pulsera Project, students
say it is making its way through
many of the kids’ hearts and hold-
ing a special place.

According to the Pulsera Project
and Courtney Warren’s seventh
grade class, the project is a non-
profit organization that educates,
empowers and connects Central
American artists with students in
more than 2,100 U.S. schools in
all fifty states through the sale of
colorful hand woven bracelets,

r “pulseras” in Spanish, color-
ing hallways and classrooms with
Central American art and aware-
ness of social justice issues.

The Central American artists are,
most of the time, living in pover-
ty and were struggling to support
their families. Woven bracelets
bring them profit so they can sur-
vive in their country.

Anna Claire Mabry, a Canton
Academy seventh grader, said,
“I’m super excited about the Puls-
era Project, because they are super

cute bracelets
cause.’

She says she is really passionate
about sharing more about the peo-
ple in Central America.

Courtney Warren, small group
leader, was happy about bringing
this project to Canton Academy.

“Im excited about the Pulsera
Project. We did it at Washington
School [her former school], and
sales were great. I’'m encouraged
to see how much these girls care
about this project, and I’'m anxious
to see how it will do here at Can-
ton,” said Warren.

The school doesn’t earn any mon-
ey by selling these bracelets.

Warren says she hopes that the
school is impacted, especially her
small group.

“They are very excited about
this project; they are very eager
to know more, and they just have
good hearts,” she said. “The sales
of these bracelets show our stu-
dents what it’s like living in pov-
erty in other countries. Students
need to care about helping them
out, because they are part of our
society and our sisters and brothers
in Christ.”

and it’s for a good

Within a few hours, sales at Can-
ton Academy had reached over
$100.

Warren said sales at Washington
School reached about $500 at the
end of two weeks.

The sale is available to any and all
schools by contacting a represen-

Special to The aton News
Canton Academy students look through pulseras, which are being sold as a mission project
at the school.

tative at www.thepulseraproject.
com. There are many different pat-
terns and styles to choose from.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Reagan Cole
is a journalism student at Canton
Academy.

ITEMS NEEDED:

Partner with MadCAAP in making
this Thanksgivinc

« 1400 cans of corn

« 1400 cans of sweet potatoes
» 1400 cans of cranberry sauce
« 1400 boxes of mac & cheese

« 1400 boxes of stuffing mix

» Funds for turkeys & rolls

af=

Choose an item and let us know what you will collect. Items are due at MadCAAP by
Wednesday, Nov. 14.
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Special to The Canton News
Hinds Community College celebrated Homecoming last month with the presentation of the Homecoming Court and naming of the queen during the halftime of the game between the
Hinds Eagles and the East Central Community College Warriors. Included in the court were LaBrittany Daughtery and Kanajah Brown of Canton. The Homecoming Court, pictured (I to r),
includes, front row: sophomore maids Khaliah Anderson, of Vicksburg, representing the Raymond Campus; LaBrittany Daughtery of Canton, representing the Raymond Campus; Amal-
ita “Ami” Derrick of Clinton, representing the Jackson-Nursing/Alllied Health Center; Deserae Dunbar of Vidalia, Louisiana, representing the Vicksburg-Warren Campus; Julia Rester of
Jackson, representing the Rankin Campus; Tikayla Rollins of Jackson, representing the Jackson-Academic/Technical Center; and Jasmyn “Jas” Bolar of Chicago, lllinois, representing the
Raymond Campus; and back row: freshman maids Antwinette McCloud of Pearl, representing the Raymond Campus; Aarionna Dumas of Columbus, representing the Raymond Campus;
LaDonna Stigger of Jackson, representing the Jackson-Academic/Technical Center; Kanajah Brown of Canton, representing the Rankin Campus; Anaya Peoples of Vicksburg, representing
the Vicksburg-Warren Campus; and Donshalai Anderson of Sawyerville, Alabama, representing the Raymond Campus.

Attitude Ability Awareness
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BOONDOCKS FIREARMS TRAINING ACADEMY
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Impacting the WHOLE Family The Boondocks is an all-inclusive training facility designed
for both men and women to learn safe gun handling and
defensive firearms training for multiple skill levels.
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Canton celebrates National School Lunch Week
Special to The Canton News about school lunch programs,

emphasizing the healthy foods
The Canton Public School Dis- and appealing choices that are
trict recently celebrated Nation- offered daily. CPSD’s Child Nu-

al School Lunch Week with the trition managers say that school
theme “Lots 2 Love.” The cel- lunches are healthier than ever,
ebration encouraged students with more fruits and vegetables,
and school nutrition profession- whole grains, and less fat and so-

als to share what they love most dium.
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All photos Special to The Canton News

The Porter/Goodloe Cafetria team — -— The pre-kindergarten class of Mrs. Collier and Ms. Smith

OZBORN SELF STORAGE, LLC

Locally Owned & Operated Since 1985
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Special to The Canton News
The Canton Gospel Music Association recently awarded music scholarships to the several Madison county students at their fifteenth annual Scholarship Awards & Gospel Music Celebra-

tion. The recipients included Aubrey Chambers, Isaiah Chambers, Wendolyn Towner, Makayla Francis, Aaliyah Dawson and Meckel Primer. Awards were presented by Rev. James Sims,
scholarship chairman, and Mrs. LaJesca Woodard.
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Madison County groups
host 10th anniv. luncheon

F A AN N NN U
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Special to The Canton News
The 2018 Vision Award was presented by Madison County Economic Development Au-
thority Chairman Dwight Luckett (left) to Mireille and Peter DeBeukelaer (center and right).

Special to The Canton News
Madison County Business League and Foundation Chairman Phil Buffington (left) thanked
Brad Maley (center) of Bancorp South and Brad McMullan (right) of bfac.com for their four
years of service on the board of directors for the Madison County Business League and
Foundation.

Canton Library receives
Beautiful Business award

Special to The Canton News

The Canton Library recently re-
ceived Canton’s Beautiful Busi-
ness award, after the library staff
teamed up with the Canton Lions
Club and the
Canton Pub-
lic  Works
department
to spruce
up their en-

trimmed, and mulched.

“We feel the love from our Can-
ton community each day as we
walk through our doors,” said
Johnson, “and we are very thank-
ful to be nominated and chosen
to  receive
this award
from Keep
Canton
Beautiful,
4 the Canton

trance space.
Led by Law-
rence Mor-
ris, the team
worked  to
beautify the
surroundings
of the facil-
ity,  which
draws people [
of all ages P
from both in- |
side and out-
side the city.
Tonja Johnson, the library’s di-
rector, expressed her thanks to the
individuals who edged, planted,

Prowd Winner of
@antan'a
agmaa awaw{

Garden Club
and Canton
Tourism.”
To nomi-
nate a busi-
LA\ ness in the
4| City of Can-
ton for the
next round
¥ of consid-
WA crations for
the Beauti-
<2 = ful Business
Special to The Canton News gward, Visit
the Canton Tourism website or
Keep Canton Beautiful on Face-
book.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
% CHURCH

202 EAST PEACE STREET

Special to The Canton News

The Madison County Busi-
ness League and Foundation
and the Madison County Eco-
nomic Development Authority
(MCEDA) recently hosted the
10th anniversary Vision Cel-

ebration luncheon. MCEDA
Executive Director Joey Dea-
son was the keynote speaker.
The 2018 Vision Award was
presented to Mireille and Peter
DeBeukelaer with DeBeuke-
laer Corporation, the makers of
Pirouline cookies.

L|brary glves away Kindle

Special to The Canton News

Special to The Canton News

Francis Edward Hayes was recent-
ly named the winner of a Kindle
from the Canton Public Library,
which he was awarded as part of
the Madison County Library Sys-
tem’s Library Card Sign Up Chal-
lenge. The library used the event to
encourage patrons to download the
library system’s smartphone app,
show or replace their library card,
or sign up for a new library card.

CANTON, MS 39046
601-859-4738

Olectty Olo)
é@wﬁf/ﬂ

SUNDAY SERVICE 10:30 A.M.
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30 A.M.
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Special to The Canton News i —

beat Hazelhurst 20 to 8 to ; ‘~-. e —
Three Canton teams recently capture the Central Mississip-
brought home championship piAthletic Conference Cham- &
titles for their football prow- pionship, and Nichols Middle
ress. The Canton High School School won the Middle Mis-
JV Tigers sealed the Big Black sissippi Junior Athletic Con-
Conference championship win, ference Championship with a
beating Yazoo County 46 to 26 to 0 victory over Shirley
8. Huey Porter Middle School Simmons.

e ——
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CHS JV Team (right)

Canton News

Is Middle S¢

| ‘ All photos special to The
hool
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What are you thankful for?

By Guest Columnist Pastor Guy Odom,
First Baptist Canton

Of course, the traditional thing to
do is to write about Thanksgiving!
It is finally

here, and,
boy, has the
time flown
by once
again.

Here in

| Canton this
|is, to me,
the best time
of the year,

Special to The Canton News Wlth all Of
the decorations soon to be up and
Christmas just around the cor-
ner. I may have written this last
year, but, the older I get, the more
important family becomes. It is
very important to spend time with
family throughout the year, espe-
cially during the holidays.

Time goes so fast, and no one is
promised tomorrow; so it should
come as no surprise that life and
life here on earth should be treat-

the days are evil. We should value
what is most important, and one
of those values is family.

We see today through media and
technology that the family unit is
slowly dwindling. Sin has crept
by the main enemy, Satan, to
destroy the family unit of a man
and woman. There are so many
children who grow up not know-
ing their mom or dad. This truly
breaks my heart.

My greatest memories of life
center around Thanksgiving and
Christmas. Of course, anyone
who knows me knows how much
I enjoy eating, but just being with
family in our day of busyness is
just needed. I do know one thing
- this tall drink of water doesn’t
take this for granted.

This Thanksgiving, I want to
encourage everyone, when you
gather either around a table or in a
living room setting, to take some
time and share how much you
love one another. It can go a long
way!

Happy Thanksgiving, Canto-

MadCAAP holds food drive

Special to The Canton News

MadCAAP (Madison Countians
Allied Against Poverty) is col-
lecting food for over seven hun-
dred families and the elderly for
Thanksgiving. All food is given
to those who live in poverty in
Madison County.

The organization is asking for

Special to The Canton News
potatoes and cranberry sauce, as
well as 1,400 boxes of macaroni
and cheese and stuffing. They are
asking for monetary donations to
purchase turkey and rolls.

Donations are needed by No-
vember 14. Volunteers are also
needed to deliver food. For more
information or to help, call 601-
407-1404 or visit www.mad-

ed as the Bible treats it. We were nians, community support of the project, CAAP.org. The center is located
put here as believers, to make the which has the goal of collecting at 181 Watford Parkway Drive in
most of the opportunity, because - Pastor Guy 1,400 cans each of corn, sweet Canton.
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duy-Hustle SK

Thurs., December 13 * 6pm

See Canton unlike ever before as hundreds of runners
dressed in holiday spirit, race along the Historic
Canton Courthouse Square taking in the City of Lights,

Busy
Bee’s
m Home Child Care

Fall- Time Rate: ~
$100 por child
$180 for two
$260 for three

Drep-In Rates:
$30 pex day, per child

- "*r,..m“""" M-F 7am -Gpm.

* Breakfast, Lunch, &
Snacks provided

* Preschool Lesson &

Arts/Crafts included

perienced, &
viorsabisl

.~ HOUrs:
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ABOUT HELDI DARROW:

= [F YRE. REPRETRNCE AS CHTLDCARE PROVIDER.

music, and so much more. Race proceeds go to further
academic excellence at Canton Academy.
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cont. from front page

School accountability results show huge jump

cludes detailed information
about each school and dis-
trict’s academic performance
and new indicators of school
performance including chronic
absenteeism rates and teacher
qualifications.

Also new to the accountabil-
ity report this year are grades
for districts and schools that
include the progress that En-
glish Learners (EL) made to-
ward achieving proficiency
in the English language. The
grade that includes EL prog-
ress is unofficial this year and
is included for information-
al purposes only. The official
2019 grades will include the
EL component.

“Our state goals aim to ensure
that all students are proficient
and showing growth,” said Dr.
Carey Wright, state superin-
tendent of education. “Includ-
ing an indicator for English
learner progress in account-
ability grades, while federally
required, is a natural outgrowth
of what we are doing in Mis-
sissippi to continue to improve
student achievement.”

The accountability system
places an emphasis on the
progress students make in ELA
and Mathematics from year to
year, particularly the lowest

District Report Card 2017 - 2018

For more detailed information, please visit http://msrc.mdek12.org.

Canton Public School District
Mississippi

*
0 \ll\\l\%[]][
DEP
| ED TION

403 East Lincoln Street
Canton, MS 39046
Dwight Luckett
am dwightluckett@cantonschools.net

D

SCHOOL ACCOUNTABILITY GRADE COMPONENTS
Mississippi's accountability system assigns "A" through "F" letter grades for schools and districts. Grades are based
on student achievement, student growth, student participation in testing, and other academic measures.

Math

Measurements of student performance on the statewide math assessment.

PROFICIENCY GROWTH GROWTH LOWEST 25%

62.9% State 55.6%

District

State 432% State

District 264% District 55.1% 56.0%

English

Measurements of student performance on the statewide English language arts (ELA) assessment.

PROFICIENCY GROWTH GROWTH LOWEST 25%

State 39.8% State 60.6% State 61.4%

District 22.6% District 54.1%  District 66.1%

Other Measures

Other measurements of student performance that factor into the accountability grade.

SCIENCE PROFICIENCY U.S. HISTORY PROFICIENCY COLLEGE & CAREER READINESS

64.5% State 38.1%

District 19.6%

State State 53.9%

District 474% District 40.2%

ACCELERATION GRADUATION RATE ENGLISH LEARNERS

State 58.2% State 83.0% State 13.7%

District 54.2% District 72.6% District 12.1%

TEACHER DATA

197.6

Teachers

v
|

Experienced
Teachers

Provisional
Teachers

In-field Teachers

CONGRATULATIONS

to Canton and Goodloe Elementary

Schools, who improved their

Accountability Scores this year!
And also to the 9th Grade Academy,

which received an “A” rating!
{ J

performing 25 percent of students, and
factors in how well students perform on
science tests in grades 5 and 8. Account-
ability grades for high schools and dis-
tricts include the four-year graduation
rate, student performance on Biology,
U.S. History and ACT tests, and student
participation and performance in ad-
vanced coursework such as Advanced
Placement and dual credit/dual enroll-
ment courses.

District officials said that they com-
mend the hard work of all of the stu-
dents and staff, but are mindful that the
ratings reflect the challenges they must
stay focused on overcoming as the dis-
trict continues to strive for higher aca-
demic performance at all of its schools.
Officials say they are already taking
action to provide targeted instruction to
address areas of weakness to ensure all
students are college and career ready.

Canton Community Sing planned for November 24

Special to The Canton News

Canton residents are invited to
join the Canton Music Study Club
to usher in the Christmas season
with a “Community Sing.”

A Community Sing is about or-
dinary people joining their friends
and neighbors in a public place to
sing - just for the fun of it. Ev-
eryone is welcome, and there will
be no rehearsals or performances.
Club members stress that the event

is not a concert, and there will be
no audience; everyone sings!

The event will be held in the
Henry/Hargon Auditorium of the
Madison County Library’s Canton
location at 4 p.m. on Saturday, No-
vember 24. The repertoire for the
afternoon will include tradition-
al seasonal favorites. Following
the Community Sing, attendees
are encouraged to enjoy Canton’s
Victorian Christmas celebration on
the Square.

Special to The Canton News

CANTON NEWS

Finduson [}

Acadimy St Studi, LLC

Jud Meaders, owner

Email: academystreetstudio@gmail.com |
rootintootin@mac.com
website: academystreetstudio.com

Phone: 601-668-0678

Autographed books
from your favorite authors
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140 Autobahn Loop, Madison, MS 39110

Main: 601-499-8700
Cell: 601-499-8711

www.machaikmadisonchevy.com
liennings@machaikmadisonchevy.com
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Music Study Club enjoys
presentation, gives award

Special to The Canton News

of the visible effects of music on
dementia patients as well as MRIs
measuring brain activities during
this research.

The Canton Music Study Club

met October 2 at the First United Dr. Coker also

Methodist Church
in Canton.
meeting was open
to the communi-

ty and welcomed |

twenty-three
guests.  Saralyn
Teasley was intro-
duced as Musician
of the Month. She
performed two pi-
ano solos for the

group.
Dr. Timothy
Coker  present-

ed the program
“Music and
the Brain.” He
shared recent re-
search on the use
of music in the
treatment of Alz-
heimer’s Disease,

Parkinson’s Disease and dementia.
His presentation included videos

The |

garalyn Teasley

K
i = il
i

Special to The Canton News
The Canton Music Study Club recog-
nized Saralynn Teasley as Musician of the
Month for October. She is the daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Gary Teasley and a piano
student of Kathy Hammack.

Canton.

shared research on
the use of music in
the prevention and
delay of demen-
tia. Members and
guests enjoyed a
question and an-
swer session fol-
lowing his presen-
tation.

The Club will
meet again on No-
vember 6 at 7 p.m.
for its annual Pa-
rade of American
Music  program.
The program
will be presented
by the Recorder
Choir of Madison
Station Elementa-
ry School. Meet-
ings are held at

First United Methodist Church in

Women in Unity for Chrlst

hold Founders Day Program

Special to The Canton News

Pictured (I to r) are Otha Cain, Canton Police Department Chief; Women in Unity
for Christ Board Members Nettie Travis (vice president), Dorothy Davis (director),
and Minnie Shaw (president); and Eugene Luckett of the Canton Police Depart-
ment. The board members presented Luckett with a certificate of appreciation for
speaking at the Women in Unity for Christ’s 23rd Annual Founder’s Day Program.

within their community by teach-
ing God’s word, equipping God’s

Special to The Canton News

The Women in Unity for Christ
recently held their annual Found-
er’s Day Program and Fellowship
Tea. The organization, founded in

youth, empowering God’s women
and being an advocate for the sick
and less fortunate by giving of
their time and resources. The IMG

course is an elective, and students
receive one Carnegie

1995, is a non-profit whose mis-
sion is to share the love of God

3334 N. Liberty 5t Canton, M5 39046 « 601-859-8106 « shopladida.com

Monday-Triday 8:00-5:00
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Canton High School recently held an initiation and installation ceremony for their Jobs for Mississippi Graduates program.

Special to The Canton News

The Jobs for Mississippi Grad-
uates program at Canton High
School recently initiated new
Career Association Members into
its chapter and named officers for
the group.

Jobs for Mississippi Graduates
(JMG), Inc. is a private non-prof-
it organization that was started
almost thirty years ago to serve
public school at-risk and disadvan-
taged young people. The mission
of JMG is to establish programs at
school sites across Mississippi to
enhance the high school gradua-
tion rates of those youth assessed

as at-risk by providing a set of
unique services including twelve
months of post-graduation fol-
low-up services. Services provided
include employability skills train-
ing to reduce youth unemployment
and dropout rates while increasing
graduation rates, with the number
one goal of combatting illiteracy
by preparing youth to succeed in
the workplace through a combi-
nation of innovative instruction-
al methods; educationally sound,
research-based curriculum; effec-
tive school/business partnerships;
mentors; and work experience.

The JMG course is an elective,
and students receive one Carnegie

Unit upon successful completion
of the course.

The JMG Career Association
Members for 2019 include Bren-
den Bell, Alislea Billingslea,
KyAijah Branch, Tymeria Brent
(Treasurer), Jeremiah Brown,
Jameshia Brown (Vice President),
Lamarcus Caldwell (Community
Service), Kelan Edmond, Tyjuan
Edmond, Christian Fields, Tyme-
ria Fleming (Public Relations),
Cierra Hughes, Javier Jackson,
Rakia Jackson, Jamiyah Jackson,
Khaleria Johnson, Destiny Lew-
is, Maribel Lopez, Kierra Luckett,
Jarmarcus Merriweather, Kristen
Morgan (Reporter), Sherrie Ollie,

Special to The Canton News

Kayla Otto (Secretary), Daquan
Payne, Jada Poston (President),
Christopher Reynolds, Jermiya
Rogers (Vice President for Social
Awareness), Shunterika Shaw,
Jimarquiz  Shepherd, Freddie
Smith, Ta’Preikah Sutton, NyKi-
rianna Tart, Davion Thompson
(Historian), Ashton Tillis, Marquis
Travis, Zymeria Warren, Kentavi-
us Watkins, Kaylan Wiley, Kamya
Williams, Chemyah Winn and
Courtney Young (Bulletin Board).
The advisory committee includes
JMG Job Specialist Dorothy R.
Scott, Dr. Pamela Self, JB Redd,
Barbara Brown, Sandra McKin-
ney and Dorcas Murphy.
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Understanding the StateW|de Accountability System

By Guest Columnist Rosemary Aultman,
At-Large Representative,
Mississippi State Board of Education

The  Mississippi  Statewide
Accountability System grades
schools  and
districts on an
A to F scale
because let-
ter grades are
easy to under-

stand. If a
school earns
an A, parents
know their

Special to The Canton News,

child is in a good learning envi-
ronment. If a school earns a D or
an F, it is clear the school needs
additional support. While letter
grades are easily understood, the

formula that determines the grades
includes multiple data points. All
these indicators show how well a
school is preparing its students for
success beyond high school.

The  Accountability  System
includes the following measures
for students in grades 3-8 and high
school:

* Students who are proficient
and/or making progress in
English and Math,

* English and Math progress
among the lowest 25 percent of
students - this helps ensure stu-
dents who need the most help
aren’t overlooked,

* Progress non-English students
make toward becoming profi-
cient in English,

» Students qualifying for col-
lege credit or earning industry
certifications,

* Students scoring above the
benchmark scores on the ACT
(18 for English and 22 for
Math), and

* Students graduating within
four years (grades 9-12).

State law established the A - F
school and district Accountabili-
ty System in 2012, and it meets
the standards of federal law. The
grading system also provides par-
ents, schools, communities and
state leaders the information they
need to make sure every student
receives a quality education. The
new online Mississippi Succeeds
Report Card, (msrc.mdekl12.org)

makes it easy to evaluate schools
across the state.

The A-F grading system has
consistently raised the bar in
schools across the state. Since
its implementation, more stu-
dents are performing at grade
level, the high school graduation
rate has reached an all-time high,
and more students are prepared
for college and careers. The bot-
tom line is that the Accountabil-
ity System drives the behavior of
schools. What gets measured gets
done.

I congratulate everyone who
works daily in our state’s school
districts and who have dedicated
themselves to setting high expec-
tations so that our children can be
successful.

726 East Peace Street

RENASANT

BANK

3330 South Liberty Street | 601.859.1831

Canton, Mississippi | renasantbank.com

Bring home the savings,
along with excellent
service. See why we are
The Nation’s #1 home
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CALL OR STOP BY TODAY FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE!
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