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Canton launches a new event 
this year on July 5, whetting ap-
petites and boosting the regional 
appeal for the Fourth of July and 
Mississippi Championship Hot 
Air Balloon Fest weekend. 
An SCA-sanctioned steak 

cookoff on the historic Canton 
Square combines cooking sport 
with live music, beer, kids’ fun, 
hot air balloons, shopping and 
small-town charm, 6-9 p.m. on 
July 5. That puts it right in-be-
tween the Celebrate America 
Balloon Glow in Ridgeland July 
4 and the Mississippi Champion-
ship Hot Air Balloon Fest events 
July 6 at the Canton Multipur-
pose Center.
“When you think Fourth of July, 

you think grilling outdoors,” says 
Canton Tourism executive direc-
tor Jana Padgett. “In my mind, 
it’s got to work!”
The aroma of sizzling meats and 

smoky goodness work their own 
magic. 
“If somebody’s grilling some-

Special to The Canton News

thing, I’m hungry already,” says 
Van Waites, event organizer. 
Anyone can enter, from backyard 
grill masters to catering pros and 
vie for cash prizes and bragging 
rights on steaks and wings. 
7KLV� LV� &DQWRQ¶V� ¿�UVW� FRPSH�

tition sanctioned by the Tex-
as-based Steak Cookoff Associ-
ation, which is projected to hold 
more than 300 contests world-

wide this year. An SCA represen-
tative runs the steak cookoff, and 
the promoter provides the steaks, 
ZLWK� D� ¿�UVW�SODFH� SD\RXW� RI�
$1,000 for the steak cookoff win-
QHU�DQG�SUL]HV�XS�WR�¿�IWK�SODFH�
(YHQW�SURFHHGV�ZLOO� EHQH¿�W� WKH�
QRQSUR¿�W�6RXWKHUQ�2XWGRRUV�8Q�
limited and its mission to intro-
duce children with disabilities to 
the outdoors. 

The new street party in Canton 
will celebrate all forms of out-
GRRU�FRRNLQJ��%DUEHFXH�D¿�FLRQD�
dos and more are expected, with 
tasty samples as they compete for 
the People’s Choice Award, de-
termined by public voting. A $10 
wristband buys the way for food 
sampling, one drink ticket and a 
vote. Food truck vendors will be 

1HZ�%DOORRQ�)HVW�HYHQW�RIIHUV�D�WDVW\�DGGLWLRQ

Special to The Canton NewsThe Mississippi Championship Hot Air Balloon Fest has activities scheduled July 4-6.

Andrew Hughes joined the 
Canton Fire Department as a 
¿�UHPDQ� LQ� ������ +H� KDG� EHHQ�
approached about joining ten 
years prior, but he didn’t feel 
like it was right for him. When 
he eventually decided to become 
D� ¿�UHPDQ� IRU� MRE� VWDELOLW\� DQG�
to help sustain his family, they 
were behind his decision 100%. 
In the years to follow, Hughes 
climbed the ranks beginning 
with sergeant, and then lieu-
tenant, captain, assistant chief, 

LQWHULP� FKLHI� DQG� WKHQ� ¿�QDOO\�
chief, a position he has held for 
the past thirteen years as of this 
past February. After more than 
three decades of service to the 
City of Canton, he decided that 
it’s time to retire and embark on 
the next chapter of his life. 
³%HLQJ�D�¿�UHPDQ�KDV�UHDOO\�EHHQ�

rewarding. It has taught me how 
to deal with different situations 
and has given me the ability to 
show care and concern for peo-
ple while also having the reward 
of blessing them. Caring for oth-

By Lori Lycette

Photo by Lori LycetteRetiring Fire Chief Andrew Hughes

cont. on page 2

cont. on page 4
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A service provided by Mississippi Community 
Education Center and Family Resource Center

FamiliesFirstForMS.org
NON-DISCRIMINATORY

Impacting the WHOLE Family

PARENTING | YOUTH DEVELOPMENT | LITERACY
EDUCATION/DIPLOMA | WORKFORCE | JOB READINESS

Stop by our Canton Location 
at 276 Nissan Parkway 

Bldg. B, Ste. 200 & 300,Canton, MS 

onsite, too, to round out the of-
ferings, and hard rocking country 
music from the band TRADE-
MARK will keep the party hop-
ping.
On July 6, the fun starts early 

with the Balloon Chase Bike Ride 
and Competition Flight at the 
multipurpose center, then kicks 
into high gear that evening with 
WKH� IHVWLYDO� DQG� ¿�UHZRUNV� DIWHU�
dark. Good Samaritan’s $5,000 
Golf Ball Drop Fundraiser is an 
annual highlight. 

New Balloon Fest event offers a tasty addition

“We want folks to know that they 
can have a great time, and yet 
make a difference for our com-
munity,” says Good Samaritan 
executive director Kathy Clem.
Here’s the rundown of July 4 

weekend events:
Thursday, July 4: Celebrate 

America Balloon Glow at 
Northpark Mall in Ridgeland, 
with country artist Phil Vassar, 
opening act Burnham Road, and 
¿�UHZRUNV�������S�P��,W¶V�IUHH�
Friday, July 5: Steak cookoff 

and barbecue competition on 
the Canton Square, music from 
TRADEMARK, kids’ activities 
DQG�PRUH������S�P��,W¶V�IUHH������
wristband for food samples). 
Register for the SCA-sanc-
tioned steak cookoff at steak-
cookoffs.com. 
Saturday, July 6: Activities 

at the Canton Multipurpose 
Center include 7 a.m. Balloon 
Chase Bike Ride and Competi-
tion Flight; 6-9:30 p.m. Balloon 
Festival; 6:30 p.m. Balloon 

Chase Run/Walk and Kids One 
Mile Run; 7:30 p.m. Balloon 
Glow and band Dirt Road Ca-
dillac; 8 p.m. Good Samaritan’s 
$5,000 Golf Ball Drop Fund-
UDLVHU�������S�P��¿�UHZRUNV�� ,W¶V�
IUHH� �UHJLVWHU� IRU�ELNH� ULGH�� UXQ�
and fundraiser at ballooncanton.
com or onsite).

Keep up with developments at 
cantontourism.com, Canton Tour-
ism on Facebook and @Canton-
7RXULVP� RQ� 7ZLWWHU� DQG� ,QVWD�
gram.

cont. from front page

Special to The Canton News

(QMR\�¿�UHZRUNV�DW�WKH�&HOHEUDWH�$PHULFD�%DOORRQ�*ORZ�-XO\���LQ�5LGJHODQG�DQG�WKH�%DO�
ORRQ�)HVW�LQ�&DQWRQ�-XO\���� Special to The Canton News75$'(0$5.�HQWHUWDLQV�DW�D�QHZ�&DQWRQ�HYHQW�-XO\���

2019 Canton Young Filmmakers Workshop

ACTION!
LIGHTS! CAMERA!

For more information and to sign up, 
please visit us online at 

www.CantonToursim.Com or call 601-859-1307

Dates:
Ages 8-12 July 8-12, 2019

Ages 13-18  July 15-19, 2019
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Academy Street Studio, LLC
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Funny thing about chemistry. It 
FDQ�WDNH�DOPRVW�LQ¿�QLWH�IRUPV�LQ�

things like 
medicine, 
preserves 
and other 
products, 
but in oth-
HU� IRUPV��
it can also 
LQÀ�XHQFH�
OLIH�FKDQJ�
ing deci-

VLRQV��7KH�FDUHHU�RI�WKLV�PRQWK¶V�
neighbor was impacted by a col-
lege chemistry course.
Meet Ron Jurney…husband, 
IDWKHU�� WHDFKHU�� FRXQVHORU�� KLJK�
VFKRRO� DQG� FROOHJH� IRRWEDOO�
coach, athletic director and head 
RI�VFKRRO��+H�ZDV�ERUQ�LQ�2[IRUG��
WKH� VRQ� RI� D� GRFWRU��ZKR�� DW� WKH�
DJH�RI�����KDG�D�KHDUW�DWWDFN�DQG�
passed away leaving his young 
ZLIH�DQG�¿�YH�FKLOGUHQ��5RQ��DW�WKH�
DJH�RI�HLJKW��ZDV�WKH�PLGGOH�FKLOG��
+LV� PRWKHU� PRYHG� KHU� IDPLO\�
to the Aberdeen area, where her 
three brothers lived, and took a 
MRE�DW�D�PDQXIDFWXULQJ�SODQW��UDLV�
LQJ�KHU�IDPLO\�DORQH�DQG�HQVXULQJ�
WKDW�HDFK�RI�KHU�FKLOGUHQ�SUHSDUHG�
IRU�VXFFHVVIXO�FDUHHUV�
$V�D�UHVXOW�RI�WKDW�JXLGDQFH��WKH\�

all have achieved the success she 
H[SHFWHG� RI� WKHP�� 5RQ¶V� IDWKHU��
JUDQGIDWKHU� DQG� JUHDW�JUDQGID�
ther had been doctors, and Ron 
ZDV� H[SHFWHG� WR� FDUU\� RQ� WKDW�
OHJDF\��+H�JUDGXDWHG�IURP�$EHU�
GHHQ� +LJK� 6FKRRO� DQG� DWWHQGHG�
0LOOVDSV� &ROOHJH� RQ� D� IRRWEDOO�
scholarship, supplemented by 
additional scholarships, including 
RQH�IURP�5RWDU\�,QWHUQDWLRQDO��

+H� HQUROOHG� LQ� D� SUH�PHG� SUR�
gram at Millsaps, but his advi-
sor looked at his grades in the 
DIRUHPHQWLRQHG�FKHPLVWU\�FRXUVH�
and advised Ron that he proba-
bly should pursue another career. 
5RQ� VD\V� KH� EUHDWKHG� D� VLJK� RI�
UHOLHI��FKDQJHG�KLV�PDMRU�WR�KLVWR�
ry, and upon graduation, became 
a teacher and coach. And it was a 
QDWXUDO�¿�W��
+H� EHJDQ� KLV� YRFDWLRQ� WHDFK�

ing and coaching at Woodland 
+LOOV� %DSWLVW� $FDGHP\� DQG� KDV�
since coached at Jackson Acad-
HP\�� %UDQGRQ� $FDGHP\�� 2OH�
Miss, Liberty University, Uni-
YHUVLW\� RI� :HVW� *HRUJLD�� %UDQ�
GRQ� +LJK� 6FKRRO� DQG� KLV� DOPD�
mater Millsaps, where he was 
$WKOHWLFV� 'LUHFWRU� DQG� IRRWEDOO�
KHDG�FRDFK��7KH�GHPDQGV�RI� WKH�
dual responsibilities required to 
IXQFWLRQ�DV�ERWK�$WKOHWLFV�'LUHF�
tor and head coach at the college 
OHYHO� SURYHG� WR� EH� WRR�PXFK� IRU�
one person to handle, so he gave 
XS�WKH�KHDG�FRDFKLQJ�UROH�WR�IRFXV�
solely on the administrative Ath-
OHWLFV�'LUHFWRU�MRE��%XW�KH�VRUHO\�
PLVVHG� FRDFKLQJ��$Q� RIIHU� IURP�
&DQWRQ�$FDGHP\��&$��WR�¿�OO�WKH�
SRVLWLRQ�RI�$WKOHWLFV�'LUHFWRU�DQG�
KHDG�IRRWEDOO�FRDFK��FRXSOHG�ZLWK�
change in administration at Mill-
saps, resulted in his accepting the 
position at the academy, which he 
KHOG�IRU�IRXU�\HDUV��+H�OHIW�IRU�WZR�
\HDUV�WR�FRDFK�DQG�WHDFK�DW�%UDQ�
GRQ�+LJK��EXW� UHWXUQHG� WR�&$�DV�
KHDG�IRRWEDOO�FRDFK�DQG�D�\HDU�ODW�
er accepted the added responsibil-
LWLHV�RI�+HDG�RI�6FKRRO��+H�VD\V�KH�
³KXQJ�XS�KLV�ZKLVWOH´�LQ������WR�
IXQFWLRQ�VROHO\�DV�+HDG�RI�6FKRRO��
Under his leadership, since 2017, 
the average ACT score at CA has 

By Guest Columnist Jim Ritchie

Know Your Neighbor: Ron Jurney
increased three points to twen-
ty-one, and ninety-plus percent 
RI�&$�JUDGXDWHV�JR�RQ�WR�FROOHJH��
CA, whose mission statement is 
³:LWK�D�EROG�YLVLRQ�IRU�WKH�IXWXUH��
&DQWRQ�$FDGHP\�H[LVWV�WR�QXUWXUH�
hearts and challenge minds in a 
Christian environment,” partici-
pates in the dual enrollment pro-
gram where students are able to 
complete certain college courses 
while still at CA. The latest tech-
nology is utilized to ensure that 
the students are given the oppor-
tunity to complete online cours-
HV� QRW� RIIHUHG� RQ� WKH� FDPSXV��
but also to teach them the latest 
WHFKQLTXHV�IRU�XVLQJ�WKH�OHDUQLQJ�
SURFHVVHV� WKH\¶OO� QHHG� LQ� FRO�
lege. Ron, who is still addressed 
by most as “Coach,” emphasizes 
WKDW�ZKLOH�WKLV�XVH�RI� WHFKQRORJ\�
is important, teachers are still the 
most important element in the 
FODVVURRP��+H�VWLOO�PLVVHV�WHDFK�
ing and coaching and upon retire-
PHQW�IURP�VFKRRO�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�
LQ� D� IHZ� \HDUV� WKHUH� LV� D� SRVVL�
ELOLW\��ZLWK�KLV�VNLOOV�DQG�ORYH�RI�
kids, he might return to teaching. 
%XW�LW�SUREDEO\�ZRQ¶W�EH�WHDFKLQJ�
chemistry.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Jim Ritchie 
is a published author, storyteller, 
entertainer and grandfather of 
eleven. He is amazed at the num-
ber of talented and accomplished 
people who live in the Canton 
area, and he thinks local citizens 
should know about some of them. 
Ritchie and his professional art-
ist wife, Perry, live in the Shoc-
co community out from Canton. 
View their work at www.south-
ernstories.com.
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Ron Jurney

GET SOCIAL!Connect 
with us on our 
facebook

page
cantonnews
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We can also handle 
your postal needs
7 days a week
8:00 am - 7:00 pm weekdays

www.msdiscountdrugs.com

Check out our complete line 
of  CBD products.  Creams, 

drops and capsules for patients 
with pain, depression and 

other conditions.

Canton Academy (CA) re-
cently announced the hiring of 
David Blount as head football 

coach. Coach 
Blount will 
be succeeding 
Craig Bow-
man, who will 
be moving 
WR� +DUW¿�HOG�
A c a d e m y 
for the 2019-
2020 school 

year. 
“While we are disappointed 

Coach Bowman will be leaving 
us, we are excited to have Coach 
Blount and his son Coach Clay 
Blount return to Canton Acad-
emy,” said Ron Jurney, Head of 
School at Canton Academy.
David Blount has had tremen-

dous success in the coaching 
ranks. He served as an assis-
tant coach at Winston Academy, 
MRA and Copiah for four years 
each and then moved on to Jack-
son Academy (JA) as an assistant 
coach for four more years. He 
was then named as Head Coach 

at JA. He served in that position 
for ten years, carrying the Raid-
ers to three state championship 
games and winning two of them. 
He then moved on to the col-

lege ranks, where he served two 
years as the Defensive Coordina-
tor at Millsaps College. In 2006, 
he joined Canton Academy and 
served two years as the Offensive 
Coordinator. He was instrumental 
in helping turn the Canton Acad-
emy football program back into 
a winning program. He moved 
to Newton County High School 
as their Defensive Coordinator 
for one year. Coach Blount was 
then hired by Tri-County Acad-
emy, where he served the last 
ten years as their head football 
coach. In those ten years, he led 
Tri-County to six state cham-
pionship games, winning two 
of them. His overall record at 
Tri-County is 106 wins and 23 
losses. David Blount’s overall re-
cord as a head football coach for 
seventeen years is 156 wins and 
41 losses. His teams played in 
nine state championship games, 
winning four of them.

Special to The Canton News
Blount named head coach
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David Blount

Fire Chief Hughes retires
cont. from front page

ers and wanting to help them are 
HVVHQWLDO� WR� EHLQJ� D� ¿�UHPDQ�´�
said Chief Hughes. “It gives 
me true joy 
to help peo-
ple when they 
can’t help 
t h e m s e l v e s 
in a time of 
need, like a 
car wreck, 
KRXVH� ¿�UH� RU�
sickness.” He 
added that 
he has also 
enjoyed be-
ing able to 
speak to civ-
ic groups to 
make them 
aware of 
what could 
be harmful to 
them as well 
as how to be-
come a good citizen. 
Chief Hughes attributes most 

of his success to the good group 
RI�PHQ�¿�UH¿�JKWHUV�LQ�KLV�GHSDUW�
ment who have enabled him to 

be a good chief. He said it’s ALL 
because of them. He appreciates 
the opportunity to serve them 

as well as the 
City of Canton 
and hopes he 
accomplished 
at least two-
thirds of what 
was expected 
of him and the 
depar tment . 
A s s i s t a n t 
Chief Kenna 
Pierce is now 
moving into 
the position of 
chief. Hughes 
has “complete 
c o n f i d e n c e 
that Kenna 
can do a great 
job and will 
continue to 
move the de-

partment forward.” He ended by 
saying, “I’m leaving behind a 
JUHDW�¿�UH�GHSDUWPHQW��*LYHQ�WKH�
right opportunity, it can be an 
even greater department.”

Special to The Canton News
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214 W Center St.
Canton, MS 39046
WWW.GoodloeConstruction.COM

GoodloeLLC@AOL.COM
Phone: (601)750 8482

Fax: (601) 859 8379

Goodloe Construction Co

Delbert Goodloe Sr.

For all your nursery and farming needs, 
come see us at 

323 West Fulton Street or
call us at 601-859-1271

As we prepare to celebrate the 
freedoms that July 4 represents, 

let’s take 
time to 
thank God 
that we live 
in America, 
in Missis-
sippi and in 
Canton. The 
freedoms of 
democracy 

that we enjoy as citizens allow us 
the right to 
own proper-
ty, motivate 
us to be pro-
ductive and 
offer more 
protect ion 
of our hu-
man rights 
than any 
other form 
of govern-
ment in the 
world. We 
all, from 
time to 
time, look at 
others and 
think what they have is better, 
EXW�WKHUH�DUH�QR�ÀDZOHVV�XWRSLDV�
in this world. While democra-
cy isn’t perfect, the Freedom 
House’s “Freedom in the World” 
report tells us that people who 
live in countries closer to the free 
market end of the economic spec-
trum enjoy larger incomes, more 
wealth and superior human rights 
protections than socialist nations.  
For the most part, we in Canton 
OLYH�OLYHV�GH¿QHG�E\�WKH�ULJKWV�WKH�
free market form of government 
offers. A free-market government 
allows us to focus on family, 

faith, work, charitable giving, de-
votion to community and self-im-
provement as we choose. This 
environment has brought us jobs. 
According to Lauren Scheel, Di-
rector of Business Development 
at the Madison County Eco-
nomic Development Authority, 
Nissan has created 6,000 jobs, 
and their suppliers provide jobs 
for 4,000+. This environment is 
also attracting new residents and 
as a result, many Cantonians re-
port having a happier lifestyle. 
Most of us live here because this 

is OUR 
c h o i c e . 
We love 
C a n t o n 
and ap-
p r e c i a t e 
the oppor-
tunities it 
offers.  
Let’s all 

continue 
to stick to 
our prin-
c i p a l s , 
think for 
ourselves 
and not 
abandon 

the Christian truths that have af-
forded us this democracy form of 
government and its positive eco-
QRPLF� LPSDFW� EHQH¿WV�� � +DSS\�
July 4th to you all! 

 
EDITOR’S NOTE: Joy Foy is 
married to James Foy and is 
a retired Economic Developer 
with the Mississippi Develop-
ment Authority. Foy is an active 
participant in the community 
of Canton. She is a member of 
the Lions Club and on the Keep 
Canton Beautiful Committee. 

By Guest Columnist Joy Foy

Thank God for all of our 
freedoms of democracy
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Joy Foy

Special to The Canton News

CHS students awarded

Special to The Canton News

The 2019 Arnel D. Bolden Scholarship was awarded in the amount of $250 each to Jani-
ya Burse (left) and Tamaia Grant (right). They are pictured with Arnel Bolden (center).

Special to The Canton News

The 2019 Canton-Madison Alumni Kappa Alpha Psi Scholarship was awarded in the 
amount of $500 each to Kenny Wayne Jones (left) and Tylon Jones (middle). They are 
pictured with Arnel Bolden (right).

Special to The Canton News

The 2019 Lions Club Scholarship was awarded in the amount of $1000 each to (l to r) 
Simon Collier, Shavaria Jones, Jordyn Manning, and Tom Corlette. They are pictured 
with Arnel Bolden (right).
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The Knights of Pillar Nurses 
Association (KPNA) 4th Annual 
Joyce Conway-Adams Scholar-
ship Banquet was recently held 
at St. Paul Recreation Hall. Re-
cipients for the year were Deanna 
Sharkey, Holmes Community Col-
lege; LaShonda Lyles, Meridian 
Community College; and Andrea 
Camper, Walden University. Each 

student was presented with a check 
to assist them with their studies. 
President Bertha McGruder and 
0UV��0DU\�-RKQVRQ��&13�FHUWL¿�HG�
nurse practitioner) presented the 
checks to each student. Dr. Alice 

Special to The Canton News Austin from Holmes Communi-
ty College was the guest speaker. 
The Conway Family presented a 
monetary donation to the JCASF. 
The scholarship search begins 
each year in January and closes in 
March before the selection process 
begins. Second semester RN (reg-
istered nurse) students and nurse 
practitioners who are in a program 
qualify for this award.
$�QRQSUR¿�W� FRUSRUDWLRQ�EDVHG� LQ�

C a n t o n , 
K P N A ’ s 
m i s s i o n 
is to be a 
beacon in 
the com-
munity by 
providing 
emotional, 
mental and 
s p i r i t u a l 
support to 

people who 
have been diagnosed with various 
health conditions, as well as their 
family members and caregivers. 
KPNA president Bertha McGrud-
er explained that the Joyce Adams 
Scholarship was started with a vi-

sion she had after the death of a 
co-worker. “There were so many 
of us present,” said McGruder. 
“At that 
point, I re-
alized that 
we only 
see each 
other at a 
work or 
a funeral, 
especia l -
ly those 
who have 
c h a n g e d 
locations. I 
wanted the nurses to come togeth-
er once a month just to mingle and 
have fun. After my friend Joyce 
SDVVHG�RQ�WKH�PRUQLQJ�RI�RXU�¿�UVW�
banquet, I made myself a promise 
to help anyone in nursing, with a 
passionate heart to follow in her 
footsteps. She was an awesome 
QXUVH�ZKR�IXO¿�OOHG�KHU�GXWLHV�PHQ�
tally until she passed away. Joyce 
was to be my right hand with 
KPNA. She told me in her last 
words to continue the work that I 
started. It was a learning experi-
ence to get 501-C status; I didn’t 

realize what all was involved. With 
God’s guidance and grace, I com-
pleted all of the necessary docu-

ments within a year. I ask God ev-
ery day to allow us to keep doing 
good things for our community.”
For more information about 

KPNA, contact Bertha McGruder 
at 601-953-8769 or wecare_we-
can@yahoo.com. For more infor-
mation about the ADN program at 
Holmes, contact Dr. Austin at 601-
605-3419 or aaustin@holmescc.
edu. All tax-deductible donations 
may be mailed to P.O. Box 92, 
Canton, MS 39046. KPNA is also 
accepting sponsors for the scholar-
ship program.

Knights of Pillar holds 4th scholarship banquet

Special to The Canton News
Andrea Camper, LaShonda Lyles, and Deanna Sharkey.

Special to The Canton News
Knights of Pillar Nurses Association banquet attendees.

The G.A. Carmichael Family Health Center in Canton would 
like to introduce a new provider, Dr. Shabina Afridi. Original-
ly from Pakistan, Dr. Afridi received her undergraduate 
degree at Brooklyn College in New York, underwent her 
training in internal medicine at Kings Brook Jewish Medical 
Center also in New York and is now certified in internal 
medicine and has practiced patient care for over ten years. 
Dr. Afridi chose to go into medicine because she has 
always loved treating people and helping them get better. 
She prides herself on being a medical provider who not only 
encourages her patients to take charge of their health by 
teaching them about living healthier, but she also listens to 
them carefully about any medical concerns as well as any 

G.A. Carmichael Family Health Center
The G.A. Carmichael Family Health Center in Canton would 
like to introduce a new provider, Dr. Shabina Afridi. Original-
ly from Pakistan, Dr. Afridi received her undergraduate 

G.A. Carmichael Family Health Center
ANNOUNCES NEW MEDICAL PROVIDERANNOUNCES NEW MEDICAL PROVIDERANNOUNCES NEW MEDICAL PROVIDERANNOUNCES NEW MEDICAL PROVIDER

Dr. Shabina Afridi, M.D.
Family Medicine

other additional issues they might have. Here at G.A. Carmichael, she wants to use 
her talents to assist the diverse community through counseling and treatment.
Outside of work, Dr. Afridi enjoys being with her family and traveling around the world 
both for fun and for medicine. In the future, she plans to continue doing medical 
missions to spread G.A. Carmichael’s concept of providing quality and affordable 
healthcare to communities everywhere.  



July 4, 2019 8

Last February, I was blessed to 
be given the awesome gift of a 

p i lgr image 
to the Holy 
Land, the 
land of Israel 
and Pales-
tine, the land 
were Jesus 
lived, min-
istered, died 
on the cross 

and rose again on Easter Sunday.
   We celebrated mass at the 

church of the Nativity in Beth-
lehem and stood in line for two 
hours to touch the star marking 
the spot where Jesus was born. 
We visited the town of Nazareth 
where Jesus lived with Joseph and 
Mary and played as a little child. 
We visited Cana where he went to 
the wedding feast with his mother. 
I enjoyed helping the couples in 
our group to renew their marriage 
vows there.
   We went to the Jordan River, 

to the place where Jesus was bap-
tized by John the Baptist. We all 
renewed our Baptismal promises, 

re-dedicating ourselves to Jesus, 
as I poured water from the riv-
er on their heads. From there we 
went out into the desert wilderness 
where Jesus went after his Bap-
tism to fast 
and pray in 
preparation 
for his pub-
lic ministry. 
We saw the 
caves up 
in the hills 
where he 
stayed and 
where he 
was tempt-
ed by Satan.
   We went 

to Caper-
n a u m , 
where Jesus 
stayed at the 
house of Pe-
ter, close to 
the ruins of the synagogue where 
Jesus taught and prayed. I prayed 
for the Church there, for renewal, 
for forgiveness, for restoration. We 
went out on the Sea of Galilee in a 
¿VKLQJ�ERDW��:H� FDVW� RXU� QHWV� RQ�
both sides of the boat but caught 

By Guest Columnist Fr. Mike O’Brien
Holy Land pilgrimage was an honor and a blessing

nothing! It was peaceful and beau-
tiful. We could imagine Jesus 
walking towards us on the water! 
$IWHU� RXU� ¿VKLQJ� H[SHGLWLRQ�� ZH�
KDG� OXQFK«7LODSLD�� 3HWHU¶V� ¿VK��

the most 
c o m m o n 
¿VK�
in Gali-

lee!  
   We vis-

ited Beth-
any, the 
home of Je-
sus’ close 
f r i e n d s 
M a r t h a , 
Mary and 
L a z a r u s . 
We saw the 
cave where 
L a z a r u s 
was bur-
ied. We re-
ÀHFWHG� RQ�

how important it is to have good 
“Faith Friends.” We stood on the 
Mount of Olives and looked down 
on the City of Jerusalem and re-
membered that Jesus had wept 
and prayed for the Holy City. We 
celebrated Mass in the Garden of 

Gethsemane where Jesus prayed 
with Peter, James and John on the 
night before we died. I remem-
bered his prayer to his Father 
“Take this chalice away from me.” 
But in the end, he prayed “Not my 
will, Father, but yours be done.” I 
ZDV�YHU\�PRYHG�E\�WKH�JDUGHQ�H[-
perience.
   One morning, we got up at 4 

a.m. and went to Calvary, and I had 
WKH� DZHVRPH� H[SHULHQFH� RI� FHOH-
brating mass at 5:30 a.m. on the 
hill of Calvary where Jesus died 
for our salvation. Afterwards, we 
walked through the narrow streets 
of the old city carrying a cross and 
VWRSSLQJ� DORQJ� WKH�ZD\� WR� UHÀHFW�
and meditate on Jesus’ last walk, 
the Via Dolorosa.
   Our visit to the Holy Land was a 
³7UDQV¿JXUDWLRQ´�H[SHULHQFH��7KH�
sacred scriptures have come to life 
IRU�PH�LQ�D�QHZ�DQG�H[FLWLQJ�ZD\��
As Dr. Martin Luther King once 
said, “I’ve been to the mountain 
top, and I’ve seen the glory.”

EDITOR’S NOTE: Fr. Mike 
O’Brien is the pastor of Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church in Canton.
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Special to The Canton News
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 Canton Municipal Utilities asks customers to not pour grease in 
toilets. It hardens and causes backups.
 We are dedicated to providing the highest quality electricity, water, 
sewer, and natural gas service and to protecting our customers, 
environment, and our hometown. If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to call us.

Stephen Thompson
Canton Municipal Utilities
General Manager

GREASE IS THE MAIN CAUSE OF
SEWER BACKUPS

&DQWRQ�$FDGHP\¶V�RI¿�FHU�LV�VKRZQ�DSSUHFLDWLRQ��

Special to The Canton News

In honor of Law Enforcement Appreciation week, Canton Academy (CA) students recognized their very own, Lieutenant Mark Sandridge of the Madison County Sheriff’s Department. 
He was posted outside of the school, and all of the students walked out and cheered for him. They also lined up to hug him or shake his hand in appreciation for his dedication to their 
school.

Special to The Canton News
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There’s Merit in

KNOWLEDGE.
“Pre” means before.  A person with Prediabetes doesn’t have diabetes.  (SOMETIMES CALLED 
BORDER LINE DIABETES ) ; But, without proper care, over half of those with Prediabetes may go on to 
develop diabetes—usually for life. Over 84 million Americans have Prediabetes. Are you one of them? 
Find out.

Prediabetes
Which way will you go?

FREE WORKSHOP ON THE PREVENTION OF DIABETES
TUESDAY,  JULY 30, 2019 AT 6PM

Merit Health Madison Multipurpose Room
161 River Oak Drive, Canton, MS 39046

Tomorrow’s Prevention, Today

Are you at risk for 
     type 2 diabetes?
1. How old are you? 
Less than 40 years (0 points) 
40-49 years (1 point) 
50-59 years (2 points) 
60 years or older (3 points)
 
2. Are you a man or a woman? 
Man (1 point)   Woman (0 points)
 
3. If you are a woman, have you ever been 
diagnosed with gestational diabetes? 
Yes (1 point)   No (0 points)
 
4. Do you have a mother, father, sister or 
brother with diabetes? 
Yes (1 point)   No (0 points)
 
5. Have you ever been diagnosed with high 
blood pressure? 
Yes (1 point)   No (0 points)
 
6. Are you physically active? 
Yes (0 points)   No (1 point)
 
7. What is your weight category? 
See chart at right. 

WRITE YOUR SCORE 
IN THE BOX. 

ADD UP 
YOUR SCORE

If you scored 5 or higher: 
You are at increased risk for having type 2 diabetes. However, only your 
doctor can tell  for sure if you do have type 2 diabetes or  prediabetes, a 
condition in which blood glucose levels are higher than normal but not yet 
high enough to be diagnosed as diabetes. Talk to your doctor to see if 
additional testing is needed. Type 2 diabetes is more common in African  
Americans, Hispanics/Latinos, Native Americans, Asian Americans, and 
Native Hawaiians and Paci!c Islanders. Higher body weight increases 
diabetes risk for everyone. Asian Americans are at increased diabetes risk at 
lower body weight than the rest of the general public (about 15 pounds 

lower). lower). 

Height   Weight (lbs.) 

4’10”
4’ 11”
5’ 0”
5’1”
5’ 2”
5’ 3”
5’ 4”
5’ 5”
5’ 6”
5’ 7”
5’ 8”
5’ 9”

5’ 10”
5’ 11”
6’ 0”
6’ 1”
6’ 2”
6’ 3”
6’ 4”

119-142
124-147
128-152
132-157
136-163
141-168
145-173
150-179
155-185
159-190
164-196
169-202
174-208
179-214
184-220
189-226
194-232
200-239
205-245

143-190
148-197
153-203
158-210
164-217
169-224
174-231
180-239
186-246
191-254
197-261
203-269
209-277
215-285
221-293
227-301
233-310
240-318
246-327

191+
198+
204+
211+
218+
225+
232+
240+
247+
255+
262+
270+
278+
286+
294+
302+
311+
319+
328+

1 point 2 point 3 point
If you weigh less than the amount in the left column: 0 points

MADISON
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34th Annual
MISSISSIPPI 

CHAMPIONSHIP 
HOT AIR BALLOON FEST

July 4-7, 2019
Fun-filled weekend for the entire family!

Competitive Balloon Races | Fun Flights | Balloon Glows
Firework Presentations | Children’s Activities | Delicious Food

Live Entertainment

WWW.BALLOONCANTON.COM
For more information call:

601.859.1307 | 800.844.3369 
Presented by Canton Tourism in collaboration with:

The City of Canton | The City of Ridgeland
The Good Samaritan Center

 Mid-Mississippi Balloon Association 

Canton Public Schools
offer summer learning  

All photos Special to The Canton News

CPSD students recently took advantage of summer programs to keep them at the head of 
the class. The school district offers an Extended School Year for enrichment, remediation 
DQG�FUHGLW�UHFRYHU\�IRU�LGHQWL¿�HG�VWXGHQWV��7KH�SURJUDPV�ZHUH�KHOG�-XQH�������0RQGD\�
WKURXJK�7KXUVGD\�IURP���D�P��XQWLO����S�P��DW�+XH\�3RUWHU�0LGGOH�6FKRRO��&DQWRQ��WK�
*UDGH�$FDGHP\�DQG�&DQWRQ�+LJK�6FKRRO��6WXGHQWV�DOVR�SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�$&7�ERRW�FDPSV��
$OJHEUD�,��%LRORJ\�,�DQG�(QJOLVK�/HDUQHUV��(/��FODVVHV��&36'¶V���VW�&HQWXU\�6XPPHU�
3URJUDP�ZDV�DOVR�DYDLODEOH�IRU�3UH�.�WKURXJK�JUDGH����ZKLFK�UDQ�FRQFXUUHQWO\�ZLWK�WKH�
Extended School Year.
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KIDNEY SCREENING 
SPONSORED BY 

CANTON  PUBLIC LIBRARY AND THE 
KIDNEY FOUNDATION OF MISSISSIPPI

WHEN : THURSDAY,JULY 25, 2019
12:00PM-3:00PM

WHERE:  CANTON PUBLIC   LIBRARY
102 PRIESTLEY STREET
CANTON, MISSISSIPPI

YOU DO NOT NEED TO REGISTER /  
THE KIDNEY SCREENING IS FREE TO THE PUBLIC /  

THE TEST IS SHORT AND SIMPLE

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE CALL 601-981-3611OR 601-855-4032

Rankin joins MCBL & F

Special to The Canton News

The Madison County Business League and Foundation (MCBL&F) recently named Mary 
Kate Rankin as their new executive assistant. She is a native of Canton, Mississippi, and 
a 2014 Canton Academy graduate. Rankin recently earned her B.S. in marketing, with a 
concentration in Supply Chain Management, from Mississippi State University. She was 
a member of the MSU Fashion Board, serving as director of the makeup committee, and 
also served on the marketing committee for the Fashion Board magazine, Etrè. She is 
now an active member of the MSU Central Mississippi Alumni Association.

The Mississippi Department of Ed-
ucation (MDE) is partnering with 
Mississippi Professional Educators 
(MPE) to award scholarships to up to 
125 diverse candidates who wish to 
SXUVXH� WKHLU� 1DWLRQDO� %RDUG� &HUWL¿-
cation. Awardees will each receive a 
$475 scholarship. Diversity may be 
based on an educator’s race, gender, 
ethnicity, subject(s) taught or pathway 
to licensure.                                              
The scholarship opportunity is made 

possible through a grant from the 
W.K. Kellogg Foundation, which also 
supports the Mississippi Teacher Res-
idency program. 
The scholarship will provide seed 

money for recipients to begin their 
National Board journey. Scholarship 
recipients will use the state’s reim-
bursement of their initial component 
to pay for subsequent components.  
Scholarship recipients will also be 

reimbursed for the $75 registration fee 
to the National Board for Professional 
Teaching Standards and will receive 
up to $100 for mentoring support at a 
World Class Teaching Program. 
1LQHW\�¿YH� VFKRODUVKLSV� ZLOO� EH�

awarded to the highest-ranked appli-

FDQWV� WHDFKLQJ� LQ� 6XQÀRZHU� &RXQW\��
Jackson Public Schools, Moss Point 
and Ocean Springs school districts. 
The remaining thirty scholarships will 
be awarded to the highest-ranked ap-
plicants from the state at large.

• To be eligible to apply, applicants 
must: 
• Be under contract as a full-time 

educator in Mississippi during the 
2019-20 school year,
• Hold a bachelor’s degree and a 

valid Mississippi teaching license,
• Have three years of classroom 

experience,
• Submit the $75 nonrefundable 

and nontransferable registration fee 
to the National Board of Profession-
al Teaching Standards and have a 
YDOLG�FDQGLGDWH� LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�QXP-
ber,
• Register with a Mississippi World 

Class Teaching Program by October 
30, 2019 and adhere to all program 
guidelines, and
�� %H� D� ¿UVW�WLPH� 1DWLRQDO� %RDUG�

candidate who is pursuing the initial 
component.
The application is available at the 

MPE website. Completed applica-
WLRQV�DUH�GXH�WR�WKH�03(�RI¿FH�E\�
4:30 pm on Friday, August 23.

MDE offers scholarships
Special to The Canton News
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First Presbyterian 
Church

202 East Peace Street 
Canton, MS 39046

601-859-4738

Sunday Service  10:30 a.m.
Sunday School  9:30 a.m.

m m

Weekly Worship 
      Schedule

m

OZBORN SELF STORAGE, LLC
Locally Owned & Operated Since 1985

• Fenced & 
Lighted

201 N. Hargon St.

• Electronic 
Gate Access

Canton, MS 39046
601-859-3433

• Security
   Cameras

Sales@ozbornselfstorage.com

6 a.m. - 6 p.m.

ACCESS
Taquana E. Mack, with Madi-

son County Economic Develop-
ment Author-
ity, recently 
g r a d u a t e d 
from the Uni-
versity of 
O k l a h o m a 
E c o n o m i c 
D e v e l o p -
ment (OU 
EDI) Insti-
tute at the 

OU EDI Spring session held in 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 
OU EDI is an intensive 117-
KRXU� FHUWL¿�FDWH� SURJUDP�ZKLFK�
provides a broad spectrum of 
advanced education for the eco-
nomic development profession-
al. Mary Ann Moon, Dean, said, 
“OU EDI is the premier orga-
nization dedicated to training 
economic development profes-
sionals. These graduates repre-
VHQW�VRPH�RI�WKH�¿�QHVW�HFRQRPLF�
development practitioners in the 
U.S. working to support their 
local communities. My congrat-

ulations to them.” 
OU EDI classes focus on three 

major core areas including: 
Business Retention and Ex-
pansion, Real Estate and Cred-
it Analysis, as well as areas of 
concentration in Marketing, 
Strategic Planning, Entrepre-
neurship and Managing Eco-
nomic Development Organiza-
tions. Students typically take 
1-2 years to complete the pro-
gram through a series of in-per-
son seminars, workshops and 
discussion groups. 
OU EDI began in 1962 and 

is celebrating its 57th year of 
service to the economic devel-
opment community. Fully ac-
credited by the International 
Economic Development Coun-
cil (IEDC), the program has 
trained over 5,500 graduates 
and remains the world’s leading 
economic development teacher. 
For more information about the 

OU Economic Development In-
stitute, its courses and interna-
WLRQDOO\� UHFRJQL]HG� FHUWL¿�FDWH�
program, contact 405-325-3136 
or edi@ou.edu. 

Special to The Canton News

Mack is OU EDI graduate
S

pe
ci

al
 to

 T
he

 C
an

to
n 

N
ew

s

Taquana Mack

© Copyright 2017 BankPlus.    
Member FDIC.

Friends of Children’s Hospital CheckCard
The Friends Card cost $12 per year, 100% of which is donated to Friends

BankPlus makes a donation to Friends each time the card is used

Available via instant issue

Since inception, the Friends CheckCard has raised over $1,000,000

BankPlus.net

Help us help 
MISSISSIPPI  KIDS.

Friends of Children’s Hospital supports 
Batson Children’s Hospital, part of University 
of Mississippi Health Care, Mississippi’s 
ONLY hospital designed for the care and 
treatment of sick or injured children.
*NOTE: All donations subject to change on 
an annual basis.

BP_FOCH_2017_Airplane_5x6.indd   1 8/14/17   4:04 PM
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Every year as Atlantic Hurri-
FDQH� 6HDVRQ� EHJLQV�� ,� UHÀ�HFW�

on storms 
past, the ex-
traordinary 
d a m a g e 
and the pre-
cious lives 
lost. But I 
DOVR� UHÀ�HFW�
on how far 
our state, 

and especially the Mississippi 
Gulf Coast, have come in recent 
years through thoughtful prepa-
ration.
Stronger building codes keep 

our coast solid – resulting in 
more economic development, 
jobs, and growth. Higher build-
ing standards and innovative 
ideas mean reduced insurance 
rates and statewide building 
codes are supported by the 
Homebuilders Association of 
Mississippi, Fire Chiefs Associ-
ation and many others.
At last check, there were 19,330 

policies in force under the wind 

pool – which is a downturn 
from over 40,000 policies. It’s 
likely this trend will continue 
unless we experience a storm or 
serious threat of a storm.
Additionally, there are about 
�������À�RRG�SROLFLHV�LQ�IRUFH�LQ�
Mississippi. The National Flood 
Insurance Program has been ex-
tended through June 14, 2019. 
Still, I urge the United States 

By Guest Columnist State Fire Mar-
shal Mike Chaney

Take measures now to prepare for hurricane season

Congress to reexamine the pro-
gram. What I want is for private 
enterprise to be able to write 
policies in competition with the 
federal government and provide 
the same coverage the federal 
government provides. This ac-
tion lowers rates and folks can 
DIIRUG�WR�EX\�À�RRG�LQVXUDQFH�
While I hope we have a qui-

et hurricane season, we must 

prepare in case of a disaster. 
0\�RI¿�FH�LV�XUJLQJ�LQGLYLGXDOV�
and families to pack a bag with 
post-disaster essentials. A “Go 
Bag” should include cash, med-
ications, a battery-powered ra-
dio and one gallon of water for 
every family member and pet. 
You also need important docu-
ments like your Social Security 
cards, driver’s licenses and a 
copy of your insurance policies, 
VR�\RX�FDQ�TXLFNO\�¿�OH�D�FODLP�
once the danger has passed.
This is the time of year to re-

view your insurance coverage 
and make sure you are famil-
iar with your policies. If you’re 
FRQVLGHULQJ� À�RRG� LQVXUDQFH��
know that it will take thirty days 
to go into effect from the date 
\RX�EX\� LW� DQG�À�RRG� LQVXUDQFH�
is not generally covered by a 
standard homeowner’s policy.
Again, I hope Mississippi 

avoids damage, destruction and 
loss of life this hurricane sea-
son. But if we have to weather 
a storm, let’s do so prepared, 
aware and together. Please call 
P\�RI¿�FH�VKRXOG�\RX�QHHG�DQ\�
thing.
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Mike Chaney

Special to The Canton News
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Hinds Community College selects 2019-20 Hi-Steppers

Special to The Canton News

Hinds Community College has selected the Hi-Steppers for 2019-20, including one from Canton. The Hinds Hi-Steppers are one of the oldest precision dance lines in the nation and 
perform at football games, exhibitions, parades, and community and charitable events. The Hi-Steppers are under the direction of Angela Hite of Raymond. Veteran members (l to r) are, 
front row: Laura Duncan of Florence; Mysheaira Taylor of Canton; Myriah Boyd of Pearl (lieutenant); Jaya Brown (captain), Jaide Seals (lieutenant) and Katie Burns (lieutenant), all of 
Brandon; and Allennia Shelby of Natchez. New members (l to r) include, back row: Kylee Cunningham, Naomi Edwards and April Lee, all of Raymond; Courtney Cummins of Brandon; 
Meagan Ross of Carthage; Merritt Bynum of Brandon; Allyson Hartling of Clinton; Jada Todd of Milwaukee, Wisconsin; Anna Claire Buchanan, Emily Gray and Natalie Clanton, all of 
Vicksburg; and Cheyanne Wynn, Rahael Robinson and Aaliyah Ross, all of Clinton.

The Mississippi Division of 
Medicaid (DOM) is now cover-
ing more prescription drugs per 
month and more home health vis-
LWV� SHU� \HDU� IRU�0HGLFDLG�EHQH¿-
ciaries, marking the second phase 
of the Medicaid EASE Initiative. 
First announced in December of 
last year, 
the Medic-
aid EASE 
I n i t i a t i v e 
– Enhanc-
ing Access 
to Services 
and Engage-
ment – is a series of programmat-
ic changes aimed at increasing 
0HGLFDLG�EHQH¿FLDULHV¶� DFFHVV� WR�
needed services in the most ap-
propriate setting.
:LWK�WKH�¿UVW�SKDVH�RI�WKH�($6(�

Initiative, DOM increased the 
SK\VLFLDQ�YLVLW�OLPLW�IRU�EHQH¿FLD-
ries from twelve to sixteen visits 
per year beginning Jan. 1, 2019.
In the second phase of the EASE 

Initiative, DOM will increase the 
monthly prescription drug lim-

Special to The Canton News LW� IURP� ¿YH� WR� VL[� SUHVFULSWLRQV�
and increase the number of home 
KHDOWK� YLVLWV� SHU� VWDWH� ¿VFDO� \HDU�
IURP� WZHQW\�¿YH� WR� WKLUW\�VL[��
Both changes took effect July 1, 
2019.
During the 2018 session of the 

Mississippi Legislature, lawmak-
HUV�JUDQWHG�'20�DGGLWLRQDO�ÀH[-
ibilities in how the program is 

administered. 
Through the 
EASE Initia-
tive, DOM is 
phasing in tar-
geting program 
improvements 
designed to be 

in the best interest of Medicaid 
EHQH¿FLDULHV�DV�ZHOO�DV�WD[SD\HUV�
“These increases to Medicaid 

services are only possible thanks 
WR� WKH� ZRUN� RI� RXU� HOHFWHG� RI¿-
cials,” said Drew Snyder, execu-
tive director. “With their leader-
ship and support, we will continue 
exploring new ways of optimiz-
ing value to the public to ensure 
a good return on investment with 
the taxpayer dollars entrusted to 
us.”

DOM increases coverage /LRQV�HOHFW�QHZ�RI¿FHUV

Special to The Canton News

1HZ�&DQWRQ�/LRQV�&OXE�RI¿FHUV��O�WR�U��IURQW�URZ��DUH��7DPLND�/LGGHOO����\HDU�GLUHFWRU��%RE-
by Long, past president; Timmy Pickett, tail twister; and Darlene Austin, vice president; 
and back row: Richard Case, 1-year director; Tom Corlett, secretary-treasurer; Joy Foy, 
chair membership and marketing; and Mark Hopkins, president. Not pictured: Al Salmi, 
lion tamer.
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                   CANTON

www.cantondiscountdrugs.com
(601) 859-3827
726 East Peace Street

DISCOUNT DRUGS

Special to The Canton News

Nissan is announcing a change in 
senior management at its Canton 

plant with 
the appoint-
ment of Erik 
Fields as 
vice presi-
dent, man-
ufacturing, 
Nissan Can-
ton Vehicle 
Assembly 

Plant. 
Fields brings more than twenty 

years of automotive and engineer-
ing expertise. He has spent twelve 
years at Nissan Canton, serving 
in various roles of increasing 

responsibility, including manufac-
turing program manager, where 
he helped lead the launch of Nis-
san Altima, TITAN XD and NV 
Passenger Van. He was director of 
engineering for four years before 
taking on his current role as direc-

tor of production operations main-
tenance. Prior to joining Nissan, 
Fields held engineering roles with 
other automotive and manufactur-
ing companies.    
“This is a proud moment for Nis-

Special to The Canton News

Nissan promotes local director to lead Canton plant
san as we promote homegrown tal-
ent from within the Canton plant 
to take the lead role,” said Heath 
Holtz, senior vice president, Man-
ufacturing, Supply Chain Man-
agement and Purchasing, Nissan 
North America, Inc. “Erik is high-

O\� TXDOL¿�HG� DQG� D�ZHOO�UHVSHFWHG�
leader who brings a one-team, 
human-centered approach to help 
drive business success and unlock 
the potential of the plant.”  
Fields holds an MBA from the 
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Erik Fields

University of Mississippi and a 
bachelor’s in industrial engineer-
ing from Ohio University. He 
serves as vice president of the 
Mississippi Automotive Manufac-
turers Association (MAMA).  
Nissan Canton Vehicle Assem-

bly Plant Nissan Canton enters 
its 16th year of operation in Mis-
sissippi. Nissan has grown the 
Canton plant from a regional 
manufacturing facility to a global 
one, investing $3.45 billion in the 
facility since its opening in 2003. 
The facility employs 6,000 hard-
working men and women, and it 
currently produces Nissan Altima, 
Murano, TITAN and TITAN XD, 
Frontier, NV Cargo Van and NV 
Passenger Van.


